Ham· LIT

Four modern incarnations of
Shakespeare’s Danish tragedy

Gertrude and Claudius, John Updike
Gertrude and Claudius are the “villains” of Hamlet: he the killer of Hamlet’s father and
usurper of the Danish throne; she his lusty consort, who marries Claudius before her late
husband’s body is cold. But in this imaginative “prequel” to the play, Gertrude and
Claudius are seen afresh against a background of fond intentions and family dysfunction,
on a stage darkened by the ominous shadow of a sullen, erratic, disaffected prince.
Random House | List Price: $16.00; Our Price: $10.40 for 10+ copies | 9780449006979

Rosencrantz & Guildenstern are Dead, Tom Stoppard
Acclaimed as a modern dramatic masterpiece, this story is a fabulously inventive tale
of Hamlet as told from the worm’s-eye view of the bewildered Rosencrantz and
Guildenstern, two minor characters in Shakespeare’s play. This Shakespearean Laurel
and Hardy finally get a chance to take the lead role, but do so in a world where echoes
of Waiting for Godot resound, where reality and illusion intermix, and where fate leads
our two heroes to a tragic but inevitable end.
Grove Press| List Price: $15.00; Our Price: $12.75| 9780802132758

The Story of Edgar Sawtelle, David Wroblewski
Born mute, Edgar Sawtelle leads an idyllic life with his parents, raising and training dogs
on their farm in remote northern Wisconsin, when his life is forever changed with his
father’s sudden death. Also, the unexpected return of Claude, Edgar's paternal uncle,
makes Edgar an outcast in his own home. Grief-stricken and bewildered, Edgar flees
into the wilderness lying beyond the farm, but his need to face his father's murderer
and his devotion to the Sawtelle dogs turn him ever homeward.
HarperCollins| List Price: $16.99; Our Price: $11.04 for 10+ copies | 9780061374234

The Dead Fathers Club, Matt Haig
When eleven-year-old Philip Noble is confronted by the ghost of his recently deceased
father and asked to avenge his death, the boy finds himself in a thorny dilemma.
Revenge, after all, is a tricky business—especially when Philip is already distracted by his
girlfriend, school bullies, self-doubt, and all the other challenges of adolescence. Viewing
the adult world through the eyes of a young boy, The Dead Fathers Club is a brilliant,
quirky take on a classic tale.
Penguin Books| List Price: $15.00; Our Price: $9.75 for 10+ copies | 9780143112945
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